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\ -~ THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON

April 17, 1963

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 23

[}

TO; - The Secretary of State
© ©" The Secretary of Defense
The Secretary of the Interior
The Secretary of Commerce,
The Secretary of Agriculture
The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Comrission

- The Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space Aﬂ:mx

The Director, National Science Foundation

The Special Assistant to the President fox
National Security Affairs o

The Special Assistant to the President fox
Science and Technology

SU Bﬂ' CT: Lavge-Scale Scientific or Technologizal Txperirments
Possible Adverse Envirvowmental Elfccts

a0

atb sgal Of.L) would in fact prove to be unfouaded,

L 1, “The head. of any agency that proposes to undertzke a lar.
.7 .. scale seientific ov technological experivaent that raight havs sign:x deant

- ox protractad effects on the phycical ox biclogical envirooment will

©- call such proposals to the atteniion of the Sparcial Assistant to the
Puresident for Science and Technology. Notification of such experimer:
will be givean sufficiently in advarce that they may be modified, postponsad
or cancelled, if such action is judzed necessary in the aational interes:,

2, In suppozrt of propos 1s fox such experimants, the soo

-agency will prepers for the Special Assistant for Science and Techno ¢ >
a detailed evaluation of the importance of the particular experimoent ant
the pos sxblr~ direct or iadirect effects that might be associated v th it
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istration

. I have approved the following policy guides governing the cor duct
of lavge-scale scicatific or technological experimaents that might hawva
significant or protracted effects on the physical ox biological envivrore ont.
Erxperiments which by their nature could result in domestic or foreipne
allmfa,rxons that they roight have snch effects will be included in this
tegory wven thoush the sponsorxing agency fzels corfident that s.ach
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3. The Special Assistant for Scicnce and ‘_‘I‘e"c:fh'nology will evis s
. the proposals and supporting materials presented by the sponsoring ifcncy
in oxder to assure that the necd for the experiment has becn preperiy

weighed against possible adverse environmoental effects,

4. On the basis of this review, the Special Assistant jor Szience
and Technology will recommend to me what action should be Fak-n on
the proposed experiment, If the Special Assistant judges that inadequate”
information is available on which to make a Judgment, he may r:aques:
that additional studies be undertaken by the sponsoring agency or he
may undertake an independent study of the problem. ]

5., Any experiment that may involve significant or protracied ndvarse
etfects will not be conducted without my prior approval,

6. Inthe case of experiments (such as afznospheric muclea - teste)
that have major national security implications, the head of the slonuering -
agency will notify the Spcecial Assistant for National Security Affiirs zs
well as the Special Assistant for Science and Technology and will swiwly
both with an evaluation of the importance of the particular axper.me: v
and the possible divect or indirect effects that might be associated with it.
The Special Assistant for National Security Affairs will determire on n
individual casc basis the procedure to be followed in r 2viewing these
experiments in ovder to assure that the need for the experiment hos
been properly weighed against possible adverse environmental eifects.

T.. To the exteat that it is consistent with national security and
subsequent to approval, there should be early and widespread dissery -
nation of public information explaining experiments of this type,

8.  While the final decision to conduct such sxperiments must = -
ontinue to reside with the govermment, tha National Academy of Sciorices
ad where appropriate international sciontific hodies or intergovermn rntal
rganizations may be consulted in the case of those expariraznts that .
night have adverse suvironmental effects beyond the T, 8, Recorn-
meundation on the advisability of this course of action will be made hy>
he Special Assistant for Science and Technology in consultation with -
the sponsoring agency and the State Department, ’ -
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Nationa Sﬁ(:luliy Dec 15310;1 "\’cmomvw"un 132

NN The Chairrman, Atomic Energy Cooimmission
SUBJECT: Continuing Autl 10r11.v to Deliver MNuclenr

Materials and to Acquire Utilization Tacititie

—
S

Pursuant to Section 91b of the Atomic Encrgy Act of 1934, the

President directs the Atomic Energy Commis 5104-.

P ; -

a. To deliver 5puc121 nuclear m’*tcrlal to tr. Departmdat ¢ f

Defense in such quantities and at such time 5 as necessary for ¢yron

for new military reactors and for cer lacemment cores for evs stice
P, L

reactors. the Congress shall have auwtd orined fuﬂcﬁq.

b. To authorize the Do nyar fruent of De fensze to inarfack
. produce, or acquire utilization facilities for milisnr YV jrerpos
whicli-facilities the C ongress shall have authorizoed funds .

""'1

military reactors, and for mlscc}lanr,ons pu '"p oses (other than s - -
in atomic weapons), for which material, fabricztion, end new

e President grants the Atomic Energy Comrilssion continains

authority to engage inthe activities hcr cin directed unti such firm.

as this authority may be amended o= withdrawn,

The Atomic Energy Commission will re port fo the Pros 1en{ at i
end of cach fiscal year the amount of Sspecial nuelear rwateri 1 t}'z
has baen transferred and the utilization facilities arqul':cd o-r

operated during that year, along with thoe budgetary costs for the

.+

Ly

materials and reactor acquisitions. ' .
’ hnd -
/ £,
. - . T . / /“"7 VAR
Henrf A, Kissinger

cc: The Secretary of Defense

CONFIDENTIATL,
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SECRET/GDS April 27, 1974 <IDI-; 3 -70

National Security Decision Memorandum 234

TO: The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission

SUBJECT: Domestic Safeguards

The President has reviewed the report forwarded on February 15, 1974
on domestic safeguards, as directed by NSSM 120 and the subsequent
memorandum of May 4, 1971 for the Chairman of the U.S, Atomiz:
Energy Commission. : '

The President has noted the conclusions of the report, and partic:iarly
~ those regarding the needs (1) to weigh the possibilities of sabotzge,
plutonium contamination threats, and armed attacks (for exzmp e,
by terrorists) along with the nuclear device threat, (2) to have &
continuing process of threat assessment and establishment of appro-
priate countermeasures, and (3) to maintain fully adequate and
essentially equivalent, in terms of quality and extent, safeguards
systems in the licensed and license-exempt sectors.

Given the rapid growth of the nuclear power industry and especia.ly
the increased availability of plutonium, the President has directed

that a priority effort be dedicated to ensuring the adequacy of sara-
guards systems and, in this regard, that:

~- TForeseeable improvements both in material control anc
accounting procedures and in physical protection measures,
as mentioned in the report, be implemented on a timely ba:sis
in order to provide a2n improved overall safeguards system.

-- Full consideration be given the possibilities of utilizing speciiic
measures now in effect for the license-exempt sector ia the
licensed sector. ‘

In addition, the President has requested that the AEC, in coordiration
with other agencies as appropriate, submit an annual repor: on the
effectiveness of the safeguards systems, program developments, and

SECRET/GDS | o .
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related recommendations for his consideration, The first report
should include, inter alia, an examination of the adequacy of present
governmental procedures for responding to a diversion, theft, or
sabotage attempt or for a known or suspected diversion. The review
should be conducted in cooperation with the Federal Bureau of Inve s~
tigation. (The question of U.S. consultations with other courtries
on safeguards problems is being addressed under the du'ectmn of
NSDM 235.)

f"‘"“‘-—z ﬁ— / > - "—"‘/;z Sy

Henry A. Kissinger

~cc: The Secretary of Defense
' The Deputy Secretary of State
The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
The Director of Central Intelligence
The Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
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.t . - “RATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL oy
‘ . . .- . .  WASHINGTON.D.C. 20505 -
, el r ’ . - .
Y SECRET (XGDS) : Tuly 22, 1974 RN
<D )J"'l" Y »»»" ﬁ\_-
\,,
National Secu::ty Decision N[emorandu:;} 261 .
TO: : , The Secretary of Treasury
" The Secretary of Defense
o The Secretary of Commerce
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Comrmiss on
The Director of Central Intelligence
The Deputy Secretary of State
The Director, Arms Control and Disarm men: A gency

The Assistant to the President for Intern (o]

Fconomic Policy

S5UBJECT _ Nuclear Sales to the PRC

The President has reviewed the report of the Under Secrctarics Ca wmittee

of February 14, 1974 on Nuclear Sales to the People's chu’nl‘.c o!
{PRC) He has approved the recommendations that:

China

-~ The PRC should be informed that we are prepared io nozoli-ca
an Agreement for Cooperation Concerning Givil Uses ¢ Afeaig
< <

Energy which would authorize the export of U.S. licht-wwata-
b4 j2 54
reactors and slightly enriched uranium. The Agreoment v -

11

call for the application of bilateral safeguard rizhts which w-uld
be suspended in favor of those administered by the Inte cna-ionanl

Atomic Energy Agency {TIAEA) if the PRC joi‘vs that orcani

1

{The U, S. safegrards would again take effect should th . Pl

withdraw or IAEA safeguards cease to be effective.)

~~ The Joint Committee on Atornic Encrgy and other interest:d

iion.,

. 7
Congressional cummittees should be infovrmed of onr q.{;,q, Foy

1. Le
the PRC at such time as the Chincse express interast in
negotiating an Agreement for Cooperation.

~= Following Corgressional notifications, interested U. S. cora
F ]
panies should be authorized to proceed with discussions will

the PRC on the possible sale of light-water reactors ard
slightly enriched uranium fuel.

SECR (XGDS) T

........M.,_._.__..____.».
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SECRET (XGDS) ' 2

-~ Nuc Tt i i
| lear exports to Communist countries by the U.S! or o'b -

COCOM countries should continue to be treated on a crse-b

case basis, and U.S. or LAY A safeguard standards am; T )j

du;es for equipment 'or materizls transferred ox prod-v;cpad o
: there;from shall be applied to all recipient countrias, o

//_;\.._7 s /Z,,,..N

Henry A, Kissihger

cc: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Counsellor to the President
. for Economic Policy

- SECRET (XGDS) I s
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